
 

 

HLM 2021 | SIDE EVENT 

Faith2EndAIDS 
 

MONDAY, 
7 JUNE 2021 
10:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.  
(NEW YORK) 

 

On occasion of the High-Level Meeting (HLM) on Ending inequalities and getting 
on track to end AIDS by 2030 (June 2021), the UNAIDS-PEPFAR Faith Initiative is 
organizing a side event Faith2EndAIDS – Faith2EndInequalities on June 7th which 
will focus on the importance of accelerating the response to HIV by faith groups and 
communities over the next five years. 
The current situation of the HIV epidemic, hampered by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
demands an urgent global response, and faith leaders and communities are critical 
elements of that response. In this context, it is crucial that all sectors, including the faith 
sector, endorse the new Political Declaration, and then engage in supporting its 
implementation. 

Objectives: 

· Provide faith leaders and representatives of FBOs and communities with a 
clear sense of the main areas of action that will emerge from the UN High-Level 
Meeting outcome document. 

· Identify key actions through which faith leaders, communities and groups can 
fast-track the HIV response.  

· Engage FBOs and faith leaders in the 12Million Campaign by committing to key 
actions that could promote access to HIV services for the 12 million children, 
women, men, and people from key population groups, who are living with HIV 
and are still not on quality and consistent HIV treatment, care and support. 

· Share lessons learned by FBOs and faith communities to address stigma and 
discrimination; promote human rights; and increase access to HIV services.  

· Exchange views on ways to strengthen the collaboration among different faiths 
as well as among faiths and other sectors.

 

Moderator: 
Rev. Dionne P. Boissiere, Chaplain, 
the Church Center to the United 
Nations  
Opening: 
Winnie Byanyima, Executive 
Director, UNAIDS  
Angeli Achrekar, Acting U.S. Global 
AIDS Coordinator, PEPFAR 
Key addresses: 
Reverend Canon Dr Rosemary 
Mbogo, Provincial Secretary of the 
Anglican Church of Kenya, on behalf 
of the Government of Kenya 
H.E. Ambassador Neville Melvin 
Gertze, Permanent Representative of 
Namibia to the UN 

 

Speakers: 
Ahmed Abbadi, Secretary General of 
the la Rabita Mohammadia of 
Oulemas, Kingdom of Morocco 
Francesca Merico, UNAIDS-
PEPFAR Faith Initiative 
Fr Richard W. Bauer, MM, BCC, 
LCSW, Director of Spiritual and 
Psychosocial Care, EDARP 
Prof Mohamed Karama, PhD Public 
Health and Epidemiology, Muslim 
Policy on HIV, Islamic Relief 
Closing: 
Sandy Thurman, Chief Strategy 
Officer, Office of the US Global AIDS 
Coordinator and Health Diplomacy, 
US Department of State 
Laurel Sprague, Chief, Community 
Mobilization, Department of Gender, 
Human Rights and Community 
Engagement, UNAIDS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Join us at: 
https://unaids.zoom.us/j/96502150413
?pwd=V29YNmNZSGM5UFkyZkRMW
G1CcThGUT09 
Meeting ID: 965 0215 0413 / 
Passcode: 723394 




